Community Governance Review 2026: Initial Consultation (14 August – 28 September)
Prior to the commencement of the Community Governance Review on 31 July 2026, Newcastle City Council received proposals from Brunswick Parish Council, Hazlerigg Parish Council and North Gosforth Parish Council. The Council has also identified potential changes for the remaining parishes within the review area. These proposals will be considered as part of the Review and will inform the draft recommendations that are expected to be published during the second public consultation in November 2026.
At this stage, consultees are invited to comment on the submitted proposals and provide wider feedback on parish governance arrangements within the review area. This feedback will help the Council assess the proposals and, where appropriate, make amendments before preparing its draft recommendations.
The proposals set out in this document are not draft recommendations. They are being published to help focus discussion during the initial consultation stage of the Review. 
	Hazlerigg

	Parish boundaries
	Following proposals from Brunswick Parish Council and Hazlerigg Parish Council, the Council proposes to change the parish boundary so that the Havannah Park development north of Coach Lane, as well as the playing field, the allotment site to the south and the Pavilion form part of Hazlerigg Parish.

The streets that would move into Hazlerigg Parish as part of this proposal are Dataller Drive, Corver Crescent, Winder Drive, Stoneman Court and Collier Gardens.

The Council also proposes amendments to the southern parish boundary to align the parish boundary with the existing E02 and E03 polling district boundary. This would affect 9 new-build properties on Oakwood Drive, Aspenwood Grove and Elmwood Park Gardens where the existing parish boundary crosses through the new build development situated south of the Dark Plantation.

	Parish wards
	The Council proposes no change to the internal parish ward arrangements (Hazlerigg Parish has no internal parish wards).

	Councillor numbers
	The Council proposes to reduce the number of councillors from 8 to 6 to reflect the number of long-standing vacancies and to support effective and convenient local governance.

	Electorate
	The proposed changes would add 792 electors in the Havannah Park development and remove 19 electors on the southeasterly boundary south of the Dark Plantation. Overall, this would increase the parish electorate from 660 to 1,433.

	Other consequential matters
	The Council notes that a review of polling districts will be necessary to ensure the proposed parish boundaries align with polling district boundaries. As the affected area is currently within polling district E01, the polling district boundary will need to be adjusted accordingly to match the new, proposed parish boundary line and bring the Havannah Park development into polling district E02.

Any changes to polling districts or polling places would not be determined through this Community Governance Review. They would be considered through a separate polling district and polling place review.

The Council also makes note of the Brunton Quarry development where an additional 140 homes are planned to be built. The Council asks for comment on whether the parish boundary lines should be amended in light of this development. 

The Council notes that any changes to the composition of a parish could have an impact on the precept paid by residents.

	Summary of proposals
	Transfer the Havannah Park development from Brunswick Parish to Hazlerigg Parish and amend the southern parish boundary to align with existing polling district boundaries. The Council welcomes comments regarding the future Brunton Quarry development. The Council also notes the requirement to undertake a separate Polling District and Polling Place review in this area. The Council also encourages comments in relation to the Brunton Quarry development.
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